We are indebted to Jinsong Zhao for his exhaustive and erudite study of case law relating to the time at which the steering and sailing rules of the Collision Regulations begin to apply. His time-consuming identification and analysis of so many relevant cases, and the clarity with which he sets out his conclusions are exemplary. As he says, '' having reviewed the cases related to the time when the rules apply, it still seems difficult to answer the question : when do the rules begin to apply ? '' In fact, it appears that, despite the entertainment that many legal minds have enjoyed in considering this question, their collective pronouncements provide little help for the practical mariner.
high seas can be expected to comply with the steering and sailing rules at an appropriate time. Given that ability, and just a touch of good fortune, he will avoid both a collision and an appearance in a court where case law would become much more relevant.
Jinsong Zhao is to be congratulated on undertaking such a detailed study and analysis of an important subject, and in providing such a substantial basis for further discussion.
R E F E R E N C E S Cockcroft & Lameijer (1976 
As a captain with many plaudits including three nominations for Shipmaster of the Year I understand that people are different, they come from different countries, with different cultures, with different ways of thinking. This is very important to remember at sea in time of collision or close collision situations. It is correct and important to act according to the International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea, but the most important thing is to prevent collision. So officers should not just think '' I will keep my present course, because she is the one who has to change her course '', but communicate (by AIS message and/or by calling on VHF Channel 16) with her in time and make themselves sure of her intentions. This paper offers some suggestions on how to use AIS in such situations. It should be remembered that AIS is not 100% reliable and is not a substitute for VHF or radar.
A N A L Y S I S.
Suppose that an identified vessel is 12 nautical miles ahead of you and the Closest Point of Approach (CPA) is zero or too small for safe navigation. Write/send her an AIS message, such as: Starboard to Starboard! or Green to Green! or Port to Port! or Red to Red! (If your AIS does not already have these messages stored in the Predefined Safety Related Messages (SRM) List, then save the messages, so you can quickly use them any time they are needed). If she doesn't answer to your AIS message or does not call you or keeps her present (collision) course, call her by name on Channel 16 (VHF), when she is more than 8 nautical miles away from you. You gave her enough time -from 12 to 8 nautical miles -to do something. 
S U G G E S T I O N S F O R U S E O F

